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CONFLICTS WITH UTILITIES
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public realm:

access:

provide ada access 
from first ave to 
alaskan way

mitigate steep 
slope condition

retain existing 
stair at upper BLOCK

REMOVE existing stairS 
at LOWER BLOCK

maintain loading 
zone at public
storage

maintain clear views 
of 84 union facade

create flexible 
public space 
for a variety of 
programs

provide a rich materiality 
of space with plants,
paving, and furniture

explore positive 
opportunities 
to engage walls 
with space
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primary objectives
plan and section



MINIMAL IMPACT APPROACH MONUMENTAL APPROACH DIRECT + LEBIGLE APPROACH
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alignment
•	 Connection from 1st Ave. to Alaskan Way 

should be very “linear”. 

Public Storage
•	 Very active warehouse-life facility, with truck loading on Alaskan and 

Union.
•	 Several uses/facilities encroach on the public ROW.
•	 Public Storage is not assumed to redevelop their property in the near term

seattle steam
•	 Priority to keep current 

levels of truck access on 
Alaskan Way and Western 
Ave.

•	 Open to selling a portion 
of their Western Ave. wood 
unloading facility. This would 
require compensation.

four seasons hotel
•	 Concerns about maintenance + security 

with the existing stairs, and new 
elevators or escalators.

•	 Access to their garage + loading dock 
must be maintained

•	 Guests would like a hillclimb assist

antiques warehouse
•	 A mews will be difficult to activate
•	 Like an elevated pedestrian connection on the lower block
•	 Prefer elevated pedestrian connection on the north side so their 

retail frontage on Western could wrap around to Union on the 
second level.

98 union condos
•	 Concerned with garage 

access at Union and Post 
Alley 

•	 Concerned with turning 
movements between Union 
and Western

84 union (marketside flats)
•	 Concerned with view impacts, 

and loss of street parking.

union st.
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•	Create an iconic path on Union

•	Build an iconic structure on Union

•	Emphasize Union in the context 
of E/W connection between arts/
entertainment/retail core and 
waterfront

•	Preserve views to waterfront

•	Design to allow for future adjacent 
development

•	Site challenges should not drive design

•	Schedule should not drive design 

union street
DOS FEEDBACK



•	Early win

•	Provide direct and legible vertical 
circulation

•	Provide ADA access

•	Preserve views to open water

•	Strengthen system of EW connections

•	Integrate Union into arts/entertainment/
retail core

•	Preserve integrity of Historic Building at 
84 Union

•	Maintain vehicular access to Post Alley

•	Work with Antiques Market 
redevelopment

•	Assume Public Storage remains long 
term

•	Accommodate Public Storage Access and 
loading on Union

•	Accommodate existing utilities

•	Existing public and private stairs can be 
removed 

union street
design assumptions



1) minimal impact approach

2) monumental approach

3) direct + legible path approach

union street
city direction
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aligned circulation
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WATERFRONT 
SCORING PATTERNS

EXPOSED AGGREGATE 
CONCRETE

DIRECTIONAL 
GROOVING

public 
storage

seattle 
steam

alaskan way

seattle 
antiques

westernave.

side-walk

side-walk

postalley
98 unioncondos

+36.5’

+16’

+16’

+40’

+55’

+90’

union street
urban fabric
mineral base



union street
urban fabric
inlays

CONTRASTING 
FINISHES

textural changes

METAL INLAYS

public 
storage

seattle 
steam

alaskan way

seattle 
antiques

westernave.

side-walk

side-walk

postalley
98 unioncondos

+36.5’

+16’

+16’

+40’

+55’

+90’



union street
urban fabric - vertical surfaces



1

2

3

2

4

3

5

5

6

6

1
4

1401 western ave

seattle steam

PUBLIC STORAGE
55.00 +

+

+ 93.00

+ 36.50

+ 16.00

+

+

+

84 union
marketplace flats

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEGEND

8’ WIDE STAIR DOWN CENTER

ELEVATORS (FIRST & WESTERN)

ELEVATOR EGRESS STAIR 
CONNECTING TO MAIN STAIR

ELEVATORS (WESTERN & ALASKAN)

8’ WIDE STAIRS DOWN CENTER

sCL substation

four seasons hotel

ALASKAN  WAY

WATERFRONT 
KIOSK

union street
urban fabric
structures



building bseneca st.
overlook

pike st.
viewing 
tower

pine st.
Pool barge pavilion 
+ lifeguard towers

marion street 
stair/elevator

washington st.
boat landing

TRANSIT
CANOPY

university st.
kiosk

piers 62/63
kiosks

spring st.
kiosk

seneca st.
kiosk

columbia st.
kiosk

union st.
stair/elevators
viewing tower

union st.
kiosk

union street
waterfront structures



union street
historic precedents
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historic precedents
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•	Tidelines 

•	Pavement

•	Vertical surfaces

•	Seawall/Wall/Bluff

•	Waterfront Bluff

•	Wildlife

•	Structures

•	Overhead/underfoot

•	Light/shadow

•	Moving & Storage - movement

•	Seattle Steam – sustainable energy

•	Seattle City Light - power

•	84 Union - history
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art opportunities
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